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PREFACE 

C. S. Marvel 
Tuscon. Arizona 

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Colloquium on S y n t h e t i c  Polymer Chemistry,  

w h i c h  w a s  o rganized  under  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of P r o f e s s o r  O t t o  Vogl 

a t  t h e  Polymer Sc ience  and Engineer ing  Department a t  t h e  Univer- 

s i t y  of Massachuse t t s  on J u l y  31, 1971,  w a s  a v e r y  s u i t a b l e  

f i n a l e  t o  t h e  l a r g e  IUPAC Meeting on Polymers which had been 

h e l d  t h e  preceding  week i n  Boston. The IUPAC Meeting had been 

many s i d e d  w i t h  l i t t l e  t i m e  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  of p a p e r s  o r  i n f o r m a l  

v i s i t s  between t h e  s c i e n t i s t s  p r e s e n t .  The s m a l l e r  Colloquium 

provided  j u s t  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  and i n f o r m a l  t a l k s  

which are so  u s e f u l  i n  s p r e a d i n g  i d e a s  among s c i e n t i s t s .  

I n  t h e  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  of t h e  l a s t  day of t h e  Boston Meeting, 

a selected group of t h e  s c i e n t i s t s  who w e r e  p r e s e n t  there were 

provided w i t h  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  go t o  Amherst and g a t h e r  a t  t h e  

Campus Center  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Massachuset ts .  There w e  w e r e  

provided w i t h  p l e a s a n t  rooms and good food i n  the evening  t o  pre-  

p a r e  u s  for t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  feast  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  n e x t  day. Most 

of the g u e s t s  w e r e  from abroad,  b u t  a number of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

of i n d u s t r y  from t h e  companies t h a t  s u p p o r t  t h e  Polymer Program 

a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w e r e  also p r e s e n t .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from the  

American s c h o o l s  where polymer chemis t ry  is  s t r e s s e d  w e r e  a l s o  

invi teci .  i t  w a s  a most c o n g e n i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  group of t h e  

i e a a e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  
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v i i i  PREFACE 

On Saturday,  t h e  3 1 s t ,  two t o p i c s  w e r e  p resented ,  one i n  

t h e  morning and one i n  the af te rnoon,  by very  able speakers .  

Following t h e  ta lks ,  well-known d i scuss ion  l eade r s  brought  up 

ques t ions  and new c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n  a f r i e n d l y  unhurr ied atmos- 

phere conducive t o  a f u l l  in te rchange  of ideas. 

The  Colloquium w a s  h ighly  success fu l  and a l l  of u s  who 

were i n v i t e d  p r o f i t e d  g r e a t l y  by t h e  experience.  W e  are in -  

debted t o  the  Polymer Science and Engineer ing Group a t  the  

Un ive r s i ty  of Massachuset ts  f o r  making t h e  occasion a most 

p l e a s a n t  and rewarding exper ience  f o r  us. 

C. S. Marvel 

Department of Chemistry 
University of Arizona 
Tucson, Arizona 
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